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LEIGHTON-LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL

GROUNDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

MONDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 1930 HOURS

Present: Councillors: R Berry
A Brandham 
K Cursons (substituting for S Cursons)
C Perham
C Palmer (substituting for B Spurr)
A Dodwell
S Jones – in the Chair
T Morris

Also in attendance:  I Haynes (Head of Grounds & Environmental 
Services)
M Penton (Senior Centre Co-ordinator, Astral 
Park) – part meeting
S Sandiford (Head of Democratic and Central 
Services)
J Bradley (Stockton Bradley)

                    Members of the public: 0
Members of the press:  0

058GE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor S Cursons 
(substituted by Councillor K Cursons), Councillor B Spurr (substituted by 
Councillor C Palmer) and from the Town Clerk. 

 
059/GE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to declare any interests, including the nature of those 
interests, which they had in any of the items under consideration at this 
meeting.

Councillor C Palmer declared a personal interest as a member of the Friends 
of Leighton-Linslade in Bloom.  

060/GE QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

No members of the public were present.

061/GE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Committee received the draft minutes of the Grounds and Environmental 
Services Committee meeting held on 22 May 2017. 
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Minute reference 049/GE: it was noted that the first Junior Parkrun event had 
taken place on 10 September 2017 and been well attended by 62 young 
people. 

RESOLVED that the mintues of the meeting of the Grounds and 
Environmental Services Committee held on 22 May 2017 be approved 
as a correct record and were signed accordingly.

062/GE ASTRAL PARK SPORTS AND COMMUNITY CENTRE

The Committee received an update report in respect of the Astral Park Sports 
and Community Centre, including a general overview, attendance, activities 
over the summer holiday period and an income and expenditure update. 

August income was to be finalised but expected to be above target due to a 
number of functions being held. A brief update on the development plan and 
staffing was also given. 

RESOLVED to note the report. 

062/GE GREEN FLAG AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS REVIEW

The Committee received a report in respect of the Green Flag Award for 
Pages Park and Parson’s Close Recreation Ground. The feedback and 
comments from the judges would be assessed and where appropriate, would 
be the subject of future work. 

The Committee expressed support for some suggestions which might involve 
local schools, for example the introduction of hedgehog houses or bat boxes. 

It was clarified that the footpaths within Parson’s Close Recreation Ground 
were, apart from one, the responsibility of the local authority and agreed that 
the condition of the paths should be raised as a potential future issue with 
Central Bedfordshire Council. 

A query was raised in respect of the future of the skate park. Options were 
under consideration and would be the subject of a committee or Council 
decision at a later date. 

RESOLVED to note the report.

063/GE COMMITTEE OBJECTIVES AND WORK PLAN 

The Committee received the work plan for the municipal year 2017-2018 for 
consideration. It was noted that many objectives had been completed or 
were well underway and that the remainder would be carried forward into a 
new plan.  The Committee was asked to consider any further potential 
projects or objectives for possible inclusion in a future work plan.

It was agreed to include the play area refurbishment programme as a 
standing item and to support holding an event in 2018 to mark the centenary 
of the end of World War 1. 
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A query was raised regarding cricket provision and it was agreed to continue 
to work closely with local clubs to determine future requirements. 

A query was raised regarding the provision of a soft play facility within the 
parish. The potential objective of facilitating such a centre was included in 
the Town Council’s draft corporate objectives for the next three years, on 
which an online consultation was currently underway. This would be 
considered further by an appropriate committee or by Council at a later date.

RESOLVED to note the report and to support a centenary 
commemoration event in 2018 along the lines of the national guidance 
“Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute”.

064GE  PAGES PARK PAVILION REFURBISHMENT BUDGET

The Committee received a report regarding refurbishment of Pages Park 
Pavillion, including the condition survey undertaken by the Town Council’s 
retained surveyor and a refurbishment budget assessment. The Committee 
was asked to consider endorsing that the surveyor prepare the necessary 
documentation to undertake a competitive tendering exercise, the results of 
which would be brought back to committee for consideration. 

Funding for the refurbishment of the pavilion had been identified within the 
Town Council’s five year financial plan; however, where appropriate, external 
funding would also be sought, for example by way of the Central Bedfordshire 
community facilities fund. 

The Committee agreed that refurbishment of the pavilion building was well 
overdue and agreed unanimously to support the recommendations.

RESOLVED:

(i) To note the report.
(ii) To carry out a competitive tendering exercise in respect of the 

potential refurbishment of Pages Park Pavillion.

065/GE  REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES FOR 2018-19

The Committee received a report regarding fees and charges relating to 
allotments, cemetery services, park, pitch and pavilion hire from 1 April 
2018. It was proposed that the same increases be applied as the previous 
year, to help reduce subsidies while remaining competitive. 

RESOLVED to:

1.1 endorse a 10% flat increase across all town council cemetery 
fees and charges from 1 April 2018.

1.2 endorse all fees and charges for Pavilion hire and use of parks 
be increased by the September 2017 Retail Price Index (RPI) 
plus 1% (and rounded up to the nearest 50p before VAT), from 1 
April 2018.



Grounds & Environmental Services Committee 11 September 2017     
____________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                  Page 24

1.3 endorse all fees and charges for pitch hire be increased by the 
September 2017 Retail Prices Index (RPI) plus 1% (and rounded 
up to the nearest 50p before VAT). However, this would be 
delayed until 31st July 2018 to avoid a midseason increase in 
fees.

066/GE CEMETERY ASSETS UPDATE 

The Committee received a report regarding the cemetery service and 
condition of building assets within Vandyke Road Cemetery.  Safeguarding 
the structures would require remedial works to be undertaken and it was felt 
that the Town Council had a moral obligation to undertake such works, even 
though the buildings were unlisted and it was unlikely that any remedial works 
would result in increased use. 

A query was raised regarding the “life span” of proposed remedial works. This 
was estimated by the Town Council’s surveyor at 25-30 years. It was 
unanimously agreed to proceed with the proposed works. 

RESOLVED to: 

1.1 note the report.
1.2 carry out a competitive tendering exercise in respect of remedial 

repair work to the building assets located within Vandyke Road 
Cemetery.

067/GE BUDGET MONITORING JULY 2017 

The Committee received a three-month budget monitoring report for April-
June 2017.  It was noted that expenditure on budget line 230/4110 (grounds 
maintenance) included a number of projects previously endorsed by 
committee. 

RESOLVED to note the report.

068/GE TREE PLANTING

The Committee received a report recommending the planting of new trees in 
Parson’s Close Recreation Ground.

RESOLVED to:

1.1 note the report.
1.2 endorse and approve that a maximum budget of £5,000.00 is made 

available to undertake the replacement of trees within Parson’s 
Close Recreation Ground which exceed the requirements of the 
Town & Country Planning Act 1990 Section 211 Notice 
(CB/TCA/17/00121) funds to be met from 230 (Grounds & 
Environmental) / 4415 (Tree Surgery /Planting.
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069/GE PROACTIVE HEDGELAYING PROJECT 

The Committee received a report recommending a programme of hedge 
laying on land at Astral Park, Pages Field and Weston Avenue allotments. It 
was anticipated that the proposed programme would take five years to 
complete but would last a considerable number of years into the future. 

RESOLVED to

1.1 note the report
1.2 endorse and approve that a maximum budget of £15,000.00 is made 

available to undertake the first phase of the proactive hedgelaying 
programme on the hedge to the rear of Byford Way (from the 
entrance to Astral Park to public open space by Sandpiper Way) with 
funds to be met from 950 (Grounds & Environmental) / 9107 (Pratts 
Pit Maintenance).

070/GE  ADAM’S BOTTOM PARK

The Committee received a report in respect of Adam’s Bottom Park, 
recommending the increase of a previously approved budget of £7,000 to 
£12,000, to allow the construction of a Hoggin style footpath across the park.

RESOLVED to:

1.1 note the report
1.2 endorse and approve that a maximum budget of £12,000 is made 

available to undertake the construction of a a Hoggin Style footpath 
with the costs to be met from 230 (Grounds & Environmental) / 4110 
(Grounds Maintenance.

071/GE TRANSFER OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE – PRATTS PIT

The Committee received a report regarding the transfer of public open space 
of three parcels of Public Open Space at Pratts Pitt from Taylor Wimpey and 
was asked to consider approving a wooden bollard replacement programme, 
to be funded from the commuted sum.

RESOLVED to

1.1 note the report.
1.2 endorse and approve that a maximum budget of £17,000 is made 

available to undertake a wooden bollard replacement programme 
with funds to be met from 950 (Grounds & Environmental) / 9107 
(Pratts Pit Maintenance.

072/GE LINSLADE RECREATION GROUND IMPROVEMENTS

The Committee received an update on the objective to introduce 
improvements at Linslade Recreation Ground. Improvements would 
potentially include new entrance signage, boundary treatments, street 
furniture, the repair of the fountain, play area improvements and horticulture. 
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Lighting in the park was the responsibility of the local authority but could also 
potentially be improved. It was proposed that a tender process be undertaken 
in order for a more detailed report and recommendations to be presented to 
the next Committee meeting for consideration. 

RESOLVED to note the information and endorse that a tender process 
be undertaken in order for a more detailed report and recommendations 
to be presented to a future meeting.

073/GE EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature 
of the business about to be transacted which involves the likely 
disclosure of exempt information.  The public and press to withdraw 
from the meeting during consideration of detailed discussion regarding 
the cemetery service and the Town Council storage depot.

074/GE CEMETERY SERVICE

The Committee received a report regarding the future of the cemetery 
service, including a specialist consultant’s report. 

RESOLVED:

(i) to note the report.
(ii) To endorse and approve that a maximum budget of £2,250.00 be made 

available to undertake an independent land valuation, to be met from 
budget 950/9007 (Grounds and Environment/Cemetery). 

075/GE TOWN COUNCIL DEPOT

The Committee received a report regarding the long held aspiration to secure 
a freehold storage depot for the Town Council. 

RESOLVED:

(i) To note the report.
(ii) To delegate authority to the Town Clerk to continue negotiations in 

respect of the possible purchase of a freehold depot. 

The meeting closed at 2150 hours.

I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND ACCURATE 
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11 SEPTEMBER 2017.

Chair            4 DECEMBER 2017       


